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2009 bond 
and capital 

levy projects 103 6-8

Class of 2008 is tops in state in reading and writing skills

continued on page 5

Emerald Ridge High School Class of 2008 graduates celebrate after 
receiving their diplomas during a graduation ceremony in June.

School board approves bond and capital levy proposals 

continued on page 5

The chart above refl ects a timeline of the proposed bond and capital levy projects in the March 10, 2009 
election. The left edge of each yellow bar indicates when the proposed project begins. The right edge of 
each bar refl ects when the proposed project is estimated to be completed. More information about the 
bond and capital levy projects is on pages 6, 7, and 8 in this issue of Connections. 

Citing needs to improve student learning 
and safety, and to keep pace with ever-  
increasing technology demands, the Puy-
allup School Board has agreed to place a 
bond and a capital levy before voters in an 
election to be held March 10, 2009.

Both the bond and capital levy would fund 
building and maintenance needs ranging 
from the replacement of aging schools to 
facility and technology improvements. 
The measures are designed to meet the 
most critical needs of students in the 
state’s ninth largest school district.

The bond package would fund major 
projects such as the replacement of three 
elementary schools, the construction of a 
new elementary school in the southwest 
region, and additions at all three compre-
hensive high schools.

The capital levy package would fund 

Puyallup School District’s Class of 2008 
ranks number one in Pierce County and 
also tops the chart among the 20 largest 
districts statewide for having met rigor-
ous academic standards in reading and 
writing.

Based on test scores 
released in early 
June, 98.8 percent 
of the district’s 
1,472 seniors passed 
the reading and 
writing sections of 
the Washington As-
sessment of Student 
Learning (WASL) or 
an approved alterna-
tive.

The scores are based 
on WASL tests taken 
last spring by stu-
dents at the district’s 
four high schools 
— Emerald Ridge, 
Puyallup, Rogers, 
and Walker.

The number is the 
highest percentage 
of WASL-qualifi ed graduates among 
the 15 school districts in Pierce County 
and the 20 largest school districts in 
Washington (see accompanying chart on 
page 5). 

“I am so proud of our students and our 
staff,” said School Board President Kathy 
Affl erbaugh. “These scores are not a 
refl ection of just one year of student 
achievement. They represent many years 

of working together 
as a district to help 
our students be suc-
cessful.”

She continued, “It’s 
remarkable the hard 
work our staff has 
been doing with stu-
dents. They have been 
working individually 
with students, and 
they have connected 
with kids, to help 
them meet standard. 
Everyone is to be 
congratulated.”

The percentage may 
climb even higher this 
fall when seniors who 
had not met standard 
by graduation learn 
the results of the “col-
lections of evidence” 
— packets of school-

work that demonstrate their knowledge in 
a subject. Results of the student collections 
submitted in June are expected this fall.

The Class of 2008 was the fi rst class 

required by state law to pass the reading 
and writing portions of the WASL or an 
approved alternative assessment of basic 
skills in order to be eligible to graduate.

Seniors also needed to earn a minimum 
number of course credits, complete a 
culminating project, and write a “High 

School and Beyond Plan” outlining their 
goals in school and after graduation.

Passing the math WASL is not a require-
ment until 2013. Students must, however, 
take the test or an approved alternative 

March 10, 2009 election

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
 Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep Jan Mar Jun Sep

 PHS classroom addition Phase 2

 ERHS classroom addition

 New southwest area elementary school

 Firgrove Elementary School replacement

   Elementary lunch area upgrade

   RHS practice gym and storage

   Waller Road Elementary School replacement

   Spinning Elementary School replacement

  Student and staff technology upgrades

    Districtwide school facility upgrades

Puyallup High School student  
Alex Taylor accepts his diploma 
during commencement.



Performance counts: students excel in literacy 
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District Mission

Supported by families and our diverse 
community, the Puyallup School 
District challenges students to achieve 
their academic, creative, and physical 
potential.

Connections Editorial Policy

Connections is published periodically 
by the Puyallup School District as part 
of a communications link between the 
district and the community. Its intent 
and purpose is to provide the board 
and district staff a venue to inform 
community members about programs, 
goals, and activities of public education 
in the Puyallup School District.  
Please direct questions or comments 
to Karen Hansen, executive director 
of communications, PO Box 370, 
Puyallup WA 98371; telephone 
(253) 841-8703; or e-mail khansen@
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Responses, as 
appropriate, will be provided directly 
to those who contact this offi ce.

Coordinator: 
Karen Hansen

Editor: 
Susan Gifford

Technical Assistance: 
Dale Carrington

Contributing Writers: 
Susan Gifford, Philip Palermo, 
and Teresa Stover 

Puyallup School District No. 3 
complies with all federal rules and 
regulations and does not discriminate 
or permit harassment on the basis of 
race, gender, national origin, religion, 
age, marital status, sexual orientation, 
or disability. This holds true for 
all students who are interested in 
participating in educational programs 
and/or extracurricular activities. 
Inquiries regarding compliance 
procedures may be directed to the 
district’s Title IX/RCW 28A.640 
Offi cer and Section 504 Coordinator 
(Larry Sera, assistant superintendent 
of human resources) at 302 Second 
St. S.E., Puyallup, WA 98372.  Phone:  
(253) 841-8645. 

Tony Apostle
Superintendent
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Board Member’s Message
Remembering a fi rst grader’s fi rst day of school

On September 3, the Puyallup School 
District will open the doors at 33 schools 
for nearly 22,000 students.

The district has welcomed students for 
more than 154 years. This period spans 
a length of time fi lled with signifi cant 
worldwide historical events — dramatic 
cultural, social, and economic changes; 
and rapid technological innovations that 
have changed the workplace, how we 
live, and how we educate our children. In 
fact, this year’s kindergartners, the Class 
of 2021, will experience even greater or 
more far-reaching changes than we can 
imagine today.

Again this year, Puyallup’s talented educa-
tors and vitally important support staff are 
prepared to meet the demands and chal-
lenges that accompany a school district 
that has a reputation for high performance 
in all academic areas, special services, the 
performing and fi ne arts, career and tech-
nical education, athletics, highly capable/

advanced placement programs, student 
leadership, and much more.

I am often told by people moving to our 
district that they specifi cally asked their re-
altor to fi nd a home in the best school dis-
trict in the region. Puyallup’s schools have 
consistently been viewed as some of the 
best places where children can experience a 
comprehensive academic and co-curricular 
program that is consistently supported by a 
caring community. We should all be proud 
of the Puyallup School District’s excellent 
reputation throughout the state.

As you are aware, the Class of 2008 
was the fi rst class required by state law 
to pass the Washington Assessment of 
Student Learning (WASL) or an ap-
proved alternative assessment of basic 
skills in order to graduate from high 
school. Based on test scores released in 
June, we are very proud to note that our 
four high schools produced the high-
est percentage of WASL-qualifi ed high 
school graduates in reading and writing 
— 98.8 percent — from among the 15 
school districts in Pierce County. When 
compared to the other 19 largest school 
districts in the state, Puyallup again 
ranks number one! Everyone involved 
— students, staff, parents, and commu-
nity members — should be proud of this 
great accomplishment.

I hope the 2008-09 school year provides 
the highest quality educational experi-
ences and enriching learning opportunities 
to Puyallup’s very deserving children and 
their families.

The fi rst day of school is an exciting time 
for students, parents, teachers, and staff 
members. Anticipation for the new school 
year can be felt throughout our commu-
nity! New school clothes, new shoes, and 
a new backpack fi lled with brand new 
supplies needed to make learning fun and 
successful are all a part of starting a new 
school year. But this time of year can also 
be fi lled with many emotions and can be 
overwhelming at times. I would like to 
share with you part of a letter I recently 
found that was sent to our family when 
one of my boys was beginning his fi rst-
grade year about 20 years ago. 

“Dear Parents,

    Welcome to one of the most incredible 
years your child will have in his/her school 
career! First grade is an exciting time as 
children embark upon new adventures in 
the world of learning. This is a year of im-

portant transitions, as well as one in which 
acquisition of new skills is accelerated.

     During First Grade, your child will 
learn how to read, write stories, add, 
subtract, and so much more. I hope to 
make your child’s fi rst full day learning 
experience a fun and exciting one, and 
I hope to instill a love of learning that 
will last throughout your child’s years of 
schooling.

     So much happens in First Grade! Be-
cause of this, parents as well as children 
may have some apprehensions about what 
will happen. It is extremely important to 
keep in mind that we all build on small 
successes. Each child will progress at his/
her own rate, acquiring skills as he/she is 
developmentally ready. Maintaining each 
child’s self-esteem and building a secure 
foundation for future growth will always 
remain a priority in our fi rst grade.

* Celebrate your child’s success, no 
matter how small it may seem. This 
will keep your child enthusiastic about 
learning and proud of their work!

* Look for and read your child’s Friday 
letter.       

* Read to and with your child every 
day, if possible. Please do not hesitate 

to call me with ANY questions or 
concerns!”

  
Reading this letter again not only brings 
back the emotions of that time for my 
children and our family, but it also 
reminds me of the importance each day 
brings to learn through the eager eyes of a 
fi rst grader.

The entire district has worked diligently 
to be ready for your child on September 
3, the fi rst day of this new school year. 
Whether it be fi rst grade or tenth grade, 
all of our teachers are prepared to meet 
the needs of each student in our district to 
help them be successful. Beginning with 
our preschool programs, into the elemen-
tary grades, and on to the secondary level, 
it is our goal as a district and community 
to see each student successfully complete 
his or her academic career and receive 
that graduation diploma. And that is 
where the same excitement, enthusiasm, 
and anticipation of that fi rst day of fi rst 
grade (and every other “fi rst” day) begin 
again! As we welcome each student back, 
we are committed, with enthusiasm and 
anticipation, to the success of each one.  

I look forward to working together as we 
begin a great school year in the Puyallup 
School District.

School board honors 
retiring employees
Each year, the Puyallup School Board 
honors retiring district employees with a 
special board recognition and reception. 
The 2007-08 retirees received certifi -
cates, fl owers, and pins during the June 9 
meeting. 

The recognition program began with a 
performance by the Ballou Junior High 
School Jazz Choir, directed by Dan 
Davison. Superintendent Tony Apostle’s 
Cabinet members and school principals 
outlined each of the retiree’s years of 
service and asked family members and 
friends to stand during the recognitions. 

The 20 retirees recognized have more 
than 400 years of combined service in the 
Puyallup School District.

A retiree booklet that outlines each 
retiree’s work in the district, as well as 
additional photos from the school board 
recognition, are available on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 

Point to Our District, click Awards & 
Recognitions, click Staff Recognitions, 

and then click the article “School board 
honors district retirees.” 

The 2007-08 retirees are (from left): Leska Wetterauer, Pat Michel, 
Irene Hundley, Bob Dejardin, Jim Hunt, Dessie Evans, Amy Hedges, 
Sylvia Hagmann, Wendy Platzer, Dolores Kellermann, Carolyn Warhol, 
and Mark Rorem. (Not pictured are Nancy Diseth, Pat Dyhrman, Alex 
Macdonald, Doug Minkler, Lisette Meyer, Richard Roundtree, Loni 
Thoreson, and Thomas Weaver). 
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As the summer winds down, a familiar 
sight will reappear on local roads. School 
buses will soon make their regular stops 
throughout the district. While they carry 
thousands of Puyallup School District 
students, the vehicles also carry their own 
set of rules and regulations. 

District buses feature both amber warning 
lights and red stop lights that help signal 
students and other motorists that the ve-
hicle is coming to a stop.

Driver trainer and coordinator Pam 
McDonald said bus drivers will engage 
their amber lights between 300 and 100 
feet from a bus stop. When they arrive at 
the stop, drivers switch from amber to red 
lights indicating a stop.

“Any time the public traffi c can stop when 
the amber lights come on is helpful,” she 
said, adding that drivers who try to pass 
the bus while the amber lights are fl ashing 
may cause safety issues.

McDonald also said one of the biggest 
challenges for other drivers is knowing 
which lanes of traffi c are required to stop 
when the red lights are fl ashing.

One way to ease confusion, she said, is to 
think of the fl ashing lights and retractable 
stop paddle as controlling the lane the 
school bus is in and the lane next to it.

That means on a two-lane road, both lanes 
are required by law to stop when a school 
bus fl ashes its red lights.

On three-lane roads, where a center turn 
lane is present, only vehicles behind 
the bus and in the turn lane must stop. 
Vehicles traveling in the opposite direc-
tion can continue without stopping, since 
drivers will not ask students to cross such 
wide roads.

“This is probably the most confusing situ-

Community urged to heed school bus safety rules

Puyallup High grad wins international Japanese contest 
It’s considered the Olympics of Japa-
nese speech contests, and Puyallup High 
graduate Summer “Letty” Lovex has 
brought home gold.

Lovex, who graduated in June, represent-
ed the United States in an international 
Japanese speech contest last month in 
Tokyo, Japan. Her three years of Japanese 
study at Puyallup High School earned 
her fi rst place among a fi eld of nine other 
competitors from around 
the world.

“I guess I really am the 
world champion!” she 
said shortly after her 
plane touched down in 
the United States. “In 
some ways I don’t really 
feel like I’m the Japa-
nese ‘champion’ because 
I know that there are 
so many other talented 
students out there. I still 
have a lot to learn about 
the language.”

The other nine high 
school students vying 
for the international title 
ranged in age from 16 to 
18 and represented Singapore, Indonesia, 
England, Cambodia, Canada, New Zea-
land, Malaysia, Hong Kong, and Austra-
lia. Several had studied Japanese for six 
years compared to Lovex’s three years.

The 18-year-old’s international recogni-
tion comes two months after she clinched 
fi rst place at the national Japanese speech 
contest at the University of California at 
Irvine. There she won a $1,000 scholar-
ship and an all-expense-paid trip to Tokyo 

for the international competition.

The main prize for all of the competitors, 
she said, was the paid 10-day trip to Japan. 
The students saw Mt. Fuji and traveled to 
sights including a Japanese hot spring and 
Harajuku — Tokyo’s most famous fashion 
district. 

During the international competition on 
July 20, Lovex presented a six-minute 

speech about “Kan-
saiben” — a Japanese 
dialect. Judges fol-
lowed the speech with 
a three-minute question 
and answer session, in 
which they asked Lovex 
to respond to several 
impromptu questions in 
Japanese.

Lovex was inspired to 
write her speech after 
visiting Japan last sum-
mer as part of a Youth 
for Understanding 
exchange program.

“I had a diffi cult time 
understanding some of 
the dialect in the area I 

visited (Kyoto), even though I had taken a 
few years of Japanese,” she said. “It’s like 
trying to understand a heavy New York or 
Southern accent as an exchange student 
here in the United States. Japan is a small 
country, but there is still a lot of diversity.”

Lovex studied Japanese all three years of 
high school with Puyallup High teacher 
Laurie Pruden. She also took three years 
of Chinese language classes and has 
been learning Korean with the help of a 

friend this summer.

Her road to the world stage started earlier 
this year when she won the Washington 
state Japanese speech and skit competition 
for the second consecutive year. She then 
advanced to nationals in California, where 
she clinched fi rst place after taking fourth 
the previous year.

Puyallup High School Principal Jason 
Smith was elated upon hearing the 
news of Lovex’s international acclaim. 
“Wow!” he said. “We were extremely 
proud of Summer being able to represent 
Puyallup High School at nationals, but 
for her to win the international compe-
tition is beyond belief! Words cannot 
express how proud we are of her and 

her teacher, Laurie Pruden, who spent a 
great deal of time and effort to help her 
achieve this goal.”

The teen traces her interest of the Japanese 
language and culture to third grade when 
a librarian read a fi ctional Samurai story 
to the class. Lovex came to the Puyallup 
School District in eighth grade from Kent 
and continued to read about Japan while at 
Edgemont Junior High. “I’ve always had 
an interest in the Asian culture.” 

Lovex is among a select group of interna-
tional students admitted to Waseda Uni-
versity in Tokyo for the next four years 
of college. She plans to pursue a career 
in East Asian linguistics and international 
environmental relations.

Puyallup High graduate Summer Lovex (third from left) joins high 
school students from around the world in the international Japanese 
speech contest. Lovex took fi rst place. Photo at left: Lovex displays 
trophies she won at the national competition. 

ation for drivers,” McDonald said.

For roads with even more lanes, the rules 
remain the same. Only traffi c in the school 
bus’s lane and the lane next to it must 
stop.

Fines for drivers ignoring school bus red 
lights and stop signs can be $300 or more.

Since bus drivers will not ask students to 
cross a road with three or more lanes of 
traffi c, the bus will make stops on both 
sides of the road, providing a safer envi-
ronment for students boarding the vehicle. 

McDonald said students should not try to 
cross wide streets to go to a different stop.

“Students should stay on their side at their 
bus stop,” she added. “The stops are deter-
mined for their safety.”

Parents with questions or concerns 
related to school bus safety can contact 

the district’s Transportation department at 
(253) 841-8775 or e-mail the department 
at transportation@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

A Puyallup School District bus displays the stop paddle as it picks 
up students on a morning bus run.

Bus drivers needed

Fair Day is 
September 10

Back-to-school 
information

Children’s resource 
fair is September 6The Puyallup School District is hiring 

school bus drivers. A comprehensive 
paid training program is scheduled 
October 6-31, 2008. Participants who 
complete the training qualify for a 
commercial driver’s license.

During training, the district pays 
$10.91 per hour. After training, the pay 
is $15 per hour. Applications and spe-
cifi c instructions for completing the ap-
plications are available on the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. 
Point to Human Resources, click Job 
Openings, complete a classifi ed appli-
cation, and submit the backup
documentation. 

The district will showcase educational 
programs on Fair Day Wednesday, 
September 10 at the Puyallup Fair and 
Events Center. Activities are planned 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. on the fi rst fl oor 
of the Pavilion Building. All students 
are released 3¼ hours early from school 
on this day. For a listing of booths and 
demonstrations, visit the district Web 
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

September 3 is the fi rst day of school. 
Information about bus stops, lunch
menus and prices, registration, sup-
ply lists, back-to-school nights, and 
Wednesday after-school programs is 
available on the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Near the top 
of the Home page, click a link in the 
Back To School box. 

Brochures and fl iers about upcom-
ing school and community events for 
children in kindergarten through grade 
six will be available at an information 
booth on Saturday, September 6 in the 
South Hill Mall.

The Children’s Resource Showcase, 
sponsored by the Puyallup School 
District, will be set up from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. in the mall’s center court. The 
booth will be supervised by school 
district staff and students as a service to 
families.

photo courtesy of Summer Lovex
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Aylen and Glacier View Junior High social studies teachers prepare their classrooms for the opening of 
the 2008-09 school year. (Left): Aylen Junior High teacher Tim VanHulle mounts photos on a tackable 
wall surface in his new classroom in the rebuilt school. (Right) Teacher Jane Murray unpacks her school 
supply kit in her newly built classroom at Glacier View Junior High.

Aylen Junior High School Glacier View Junior High School

The 2008-09 school year marks the open-
ing of two junior high schools — one with 
decades of history and another looking to 
create its own traditions.

A rebuilt Aylen Junior High will open its 
doors for the fi rst time to students, teach-
ers, and staff a few feet away from the 
original school built in 1962.

Also this year, Glacier View Junior High 
will welcome its fi rst-ever students at 
a site adjacent to Emerald Ridge High 
School.

Both schools were constructed using 
funds from the $198.5 million bond 
passed by voters in 2004.

While Glacier View Junior High staff 
members worked to prepare a new school 
for its fi rst year, those at Aylen Junior 
High carried over 46 years of history and 
tradition.

“Every time I walk through the new 
school I feel a rush of emotions includ-
ing excitement and anticipation,” Glacier 
View Principal Mark Vetter said. “The 
building is beautiful, and we’ve hired an 
awesome staff.”

Aylen Junior High

Originally slated to open in 2009, the 
construction schedule for a rebuilt Aylen 
Junior High was accelerated to open this 
fall (one year earlier).

The new two-story building replaces an 
aging facility that Principal Christine 
Moloney said presented student learning 
and security challenges due to its older, 
multiple-structure layout.

The rebuilt Aylen Junior High houses 
seventh, eighth, and ninth graders under 
one roof in grade-specifi c wings.

By dedicating each wing to a single grade 

level, passing times can be reduced and 
more time is available to student in-
struction, Moloney said. The wings also 
feature classrooms with walls that open 
and close, allowing teachers to team and 
combine resources.

Moloney added that the new building 
allows staff to easily direct visitors to the 
main offi ce, which will strengthen student 
safety and security. In the previous build-
ing, she said, visitors often had diffi culty 
locating the main offi ce due to the sprawl-
ing layout.

The school mascot remains the Falcon, 
while the building’s color scheme echoes 
Aylen Junior High School’s traditional 
red, white, silver, and black.

With the opening of the rebuilt Aylen 
Junior High, the previous building will 
be removed to make way for new athletic 
fi elds. The replacement of Kalles Junior 

High last year followed a similar process.

Glacier View Junior High

At Glacier View Junior High, staff mem-
bers are looking forward to welcoming the 
school’s fi rst students.

“I think the students will be in awe of the 
facility the public has built for them,” 
Vetter said. 

Like the rebuilt Aylen Junior High, Gla-
cier View Junior High is designed with 
grade-specifi c wings for seventh, eighth, 
and ninth graders. Because of the close 
proximity to Emerald Ridge High, the 
ninth-grade wing is located on the fi rst 
fl oor, making it easier for students who 
walk next door to the high school for 
advanced classes.

Last year, students selected the Avalanche 
as the school’s team name and the Yeti as 

its mascot. Glacier View Junior High’s 
colors are red, blue, and white.

The school library received a signifi cant 
boost from the National Letters About 
Literature contest. McKenzie Dent, who 
will attend the school as a seventh grader 
this fall, earned fi rst place in the writing 
contest last year.

Along with prizes and Target gift cards, 
Dent’s efforts included a $10,000 grant 
for a local library of her choice. She chose 
Glacier View Junior High as the grant 
recipient and will help select books for the 
library.

Vetter said he was excited about the chance 
to create the foundation of what will be 
years of history. “I’ve heard nothing but 
excitement and pride from the students and 
staff. Being a part of the inaugural year at a 
new school is exciting and fun. Every deci-
sion leads to a new tradition.”

Aylen Junior High School
101 15th St. S.W.
Puyallup, WA 98371
(253) 841-8723

A dedication ceremony for the new Ay-
len Junior High is scheduled for 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, October 4, 2008.

The new, 106,000-square-foot building 
replaces the existing Aylen Junior High 
along 15th Street Southwest. The school 
is designed for 800 students.

The rebuilt school will include grade-
specifi c wings for seventh through ninth 
graders. To align with the district’s 
hands-on curriculum, science classrooms 

Glacier View Junior High School
12807 184th St. E.
Puyallup, WA 98374
(253) 840-8922

The dedication ceremony for Glacier 
View Junior High is planned for 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, November 8, 2008.

Located next to Emerald Ridge High, 
Glacier View Junior High is built for 800 
students in seventh through ninth grade.

The 105,000-square-foot building fea-
tures wings, or houses, each dedicated to 
a specifi c grade level.

The second level houses seventh- and 
eighth-grade classes. Ninth graders are 
housed on the ground level. This setup 
allows ninth graders easy access to and 
from neighboring Emerald Ridge High 
for various classes and activities.

Mascot: The Yeti

Team Name: Avalanche

Colors: Red, blue, and white

PTA Information: http://schools.puyallup.
k12.wa.us/junior/glacierview/ptsa.htm

will feature advanced features and 
equipment, such as corrosion-resistant 
countertops and more fume hoods.

The school district determined, based 
on the recommendation of the Bond 
Oversight Committee, that it would be 
more cost-effective to rebuild rather 
than upgrade the current structure to 
meet today’s standards.

Mascot: The Falcon

Colors: Red, white, silver, and black

Booster Club Information: (253) 841-
8723

First day of school marks opening of two junior highs
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Class of 2008 ranks 
number one in 
reading and writing
continued from page 1

Bond and levy election 
set March 10, 2009
continued from page 1

short-term projects including technology 
updates and facility upgrades.

The Puyallup School 
Board unanimously 
approved separate 
bond and capital levy 
packages at its June 
23 meeting.

“This is a very much 
needed bond,” Puyal-
lup School Board 
President Kathy Af-
fl erbaugh said.

The district estimates the bond and capital 
levy package would require a combined 
tax rate of $2.45 per thousand dollars of 
assessed valuation. The amount represents 
a 58-cent increase over the 2008 tax rate, 
which currently ranks as the district’s 
lowest tax rate since 1993 at $1.87 per 
thousand dollars of assessed value.

Funding for the $257 million bond pack-
age would be similar to a home mort-
gage, in which the district would borrow 
money up front and repay the amount 
over approximately a 20-year span. The 
long-term fi nancing model would allow 
the 2009 bond measure to fund major 
construction projects, including:

• Replacing Firgrove, Spinning, and 
Waller Road Elementary schools with 
new buildings on the existing sites. 
The replacement schools would be set 
back from busy roads nearby, therefore 
increasing safety.

• Building a 750-student elementary 
school in the southwest area of the 
district.

• Building the second and third story 
onto a one-story classroom wing under 
construction this year at Puyallup High 
School. The two additional stories 
would provide new science labs and 
general classroom space for 200 
students.

• Adding classrooms to Emerald Ridge 
High School with space for 400 
students.

• Building a practice gymnasium at 
Rogers High School and providing 
storage for performing arts stage sets 
and other equipment.

• Upgrading school lunch service 
areas at Pope, Ridgecrest, Fruitland, 
Karshner, Northwood, Sunrise, and 
Mt. View elementary schools. These 
schools currently set up portable 
equipment in temporary spaces such as 
entryways and hallways.

Voters last approved a school bond in 
February 2004. The bond funded 14 
projects, including the construction of 
Edgerton and Carson elementary schools, 
and Glacier View Junior High. The money 
also paid to rebuild Kalles and Aylen ju-

nior high schools, remodel several schools, 
build the fi rst phase of the Puyallup High 
School classroom addition, and make dis-
trictwide technology and building system 
improvements.

The $57 million capital levy package 
would allow the district to collect funds 
over a six-year term. It would fund short-
term, districtwide projects, including:
• Increasing the amount of computer 

data that can be shared between 
schools, allowing for more effi cient 
student record systems, interconnected 
school library and Accelerated Reader 
programs, and school bus routing 
improvements. 

• Replacing outdated student and staff 
computers.

• Implementing a school bus rider 
check-in system allowing the district 
to improve safety and security by 
knowing which students are riding 
which bus at a given moment.

• Upgrading several school roofs, heating 
and cooling systems, and fl ooring.

• Improving handicap and wheelchair 
accessibility in parking lots, fi elds, and 
buildings.

School Board Vice President Greg Heath 
described the various capital levy projects 
as “mission critical.”

“Many of these items on the levy have a 
shelf life in a sense and a six-year payback 
date is most appropriate,” he said. “It’s 

something that we should probably be 
thinking about on a regular basis because 
of the changes that occur in technology.”

The school board spent the past few 
months identifying needs throughout the 
district. Over the course of several meet-
ings, board members examined long-term 
and short-term issues and discussed the 
most appropriate methods to fund them.

“We owe it to the community to house 
their students and keep up with the qual-
ity of their education,” board member 
Cindy Poysnick said.

Affl erbaugh emphasized the importance 
of addressing critical needs while also 
being fi nancially responsible.

“I’m very proud of the board and how 
much we deliberated, discussed, and re-
ally dug into this issue of running a bond 
and levy and understanding short-term 
and long-term dollars,” Affl erbaugh said. 
“I think we did a really good job of look-
ing at what was best for our community 
and our schools.”

More information about the
proposed bond and capital levy is on 
the district Web site at www.puyallup.
k12.wa.us. On the Home page, click 
the 2009 Election link. Questions 
about the proposed bond and levy 
may also be e-mailed to election@
puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Kathy
Affl erbaugh

every year, as well as enroll in and pass a 
math class every year, until they pass the 
test.

The recent test scores refl ect that 1,283 
Puyallup School District seniors — 87.2 
percent — passed the math WASL or one 
of the state-approved alternatives.

“Clearly our focus has been on improving 

Puyallup School Board President Kathy Affl erbaugh congratulates 
Rogers High School graduate Krystle Wahnschaffe after presenting 
her with a diploma.

The chart above is based on Washington Assessment of Student 
Learning (WASL) reading and writing test scores released in June 
for the state’s 20 largest school districts. Puyallup’s scores refl ect 
achievement by students at the district’s four high schools: Emerald 
Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker.

student learning, and all of these numbers 
are a testament to how well our students 
are doing at all of the high schools,” 
said Superintendent Tony Apostle. “This 
demonstrates that we developed a plan, 
stayed with the plan, and now the plan is 
working. The school board is strong in its 
focus and has been a good model of work-
ing together as a team. This teamwork is 
also exemplifi ed by our talented teachers, 
administrators, and support staff.”

students can be successful and earn their 
diploma, said Bob Silverman, executive 
director of assessment and accountability.

“The WASL is not the barrier,” he said. 
A more likely reason a senior might not 
walk with their class in June is because 
of a lack of high school course credits in 
required subjects.

The district identifi ed these students early 

on, enrolled them in classes to help them 
earn their required credits, and assigned 
staff to follow their progress and work 
with them one-on-one.

“Our schools have done everything pos-
sible to help these students,” said Jay 
Reifel, assistant superintendent of student 
learning and instructional support.

School Board Director Bruce Dammeier 
said, “I believe our staff can give any 
child who wants to pass the ability to 
pass.”

Director Cindy Poysnick added, “The 
hard-working team of parents, guardians, 
educators, and all other district staff stood 
behind these students with great focus and 
diligence. The tremendous effort of our 
students themselves certainly has paid off, 
and they are to be congratulated.” Walker High School graduate 

Autumn Traugh is recognized.

Puyallup School District 1472 98.80% 
Issaquah School District 1134 98.59% 
Everett School District 1027 96.69% 
Northshore School District 1636 96.33% 
Federal Way School District 1247 95.83% 
Edmonds School District 1301 95.70% 
Kent School District 1643 94.64% 
Lake Washington School District 1681 93.81% 
Bellevue School District 1281 93.29% 
Spokane School District 1761 92.84%
Auburn School District 1064 92.39% 
Mukilteo School District 978 92.23%
Seattle Public Schools 2556 91.59% 
Tacoma School District 1465 91.47% 
Bethel School District 1219 91.39% 
Evergreen School District (Clark) 1536 90.95% 
Vancouver School District 1492 90.21%
Kennewick School District 1091 89.73%
Highline School District 1029 89.60%
Yakima School District 620 89.19% 

Class of 2008 WASL Reading and Writing Test Scores
 District Total Enrollment Total % Met Both 
  Class of 2008 Reading and Writing

School Board Director Diana Seeley 
said, “The results we are seeing today are 
refl ective of the culmination of focused 
work put in motion more than fi ve years 
ago. Beginning at the state level on 
down, our district embraced the need for 
change.”

Board Vice President Greg Heath added, 
“This represents an incredible amount of 
work by our staff and our students. I am 
very proud of this work.”

The overwhelming majority of students 
who have passed the literacy standards on 
the WASL — either through the traditional 
test or through one of the rigorous state-
approved alternatives — is indicative that 
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2009 bond and capital levy
Replacements eyed for three aging elementary schools
Decades of wear and tear have taken their toll on three elementary schools.

From trying to fi nd a space large enough to conduct band and orchestra classes, to 
working around aging and unreliable ventilation systems, the district has determined 
replacements are needed.

A bond proposal set to go before voters on March 10, 2009 would replace Firgrove, 
Spinning, and Waller Road elementary schools.
 
The schools face daily challenges due to space constraints, old heating and air condi-
tioning systems, proximity to busy roads, and outdated wiring that makes it diffi cult to 
keep up to date with current technology.

A series of building additions and upgrades over the years have created its own set of 
student learning and safety concerns.

“I liken it to a patchwork quilt,” said Rudy Fyles, executive director of facilities. “It just 
kind of grew organically,” he said. “You reach a point when the remodels and addi-
tions become incongruent and no longer function well for today’s educational program 
delivery.”

In each case, the district has determined that replacing the existing buildings would be 
more cost-effective than a major renovation of aging buildings.

A remodel also would require either housing students at a different location or requiring 
students and teachers to work around construction efforts. By rebuilding a school on 
the current site, students can remain in their existing classrooms until the new school is 
complete.

“By leaving students in the old school during construction, you don’t disrupt the educa-
tional process. We owe it to our students to give them the best educational experience 
each year,” Fyles said.

Firgrove Elementary Replacement

At Firgrove Elementary, student housing issues have forced the school to hold classes 
in several portables. The school currently has 12 portables that create a lack of building 
cohesion, as well as security and supervision issues, said Principal Char Krause. 

The school’s space constraints also mean that approximately 800 students purchase and 
have their lunch served to them in the gym, which cuts into time available for physical 
education instruction, she said.

Krause said the school is evaluating areas where band and orchestra classes can be con-
ducted. “Band and orchestra occur at the same time, so placing them both on the stage, 

the district near Firgrove Elementary to accommodate 750 students. The new elemen-
tary school would signifi cantly ease housing stress at Firgrove Elementary.

The replacement building would be set to the back (west) of the site away from Merid-
ian Avenue East, with playfi elds acting as buffers along the Meridian (east) side of the 
campus. The changes are designed to improve traffi c fl ow, student safety, and reduce 
noise and exhaust gases coming from vehicles on Meridian.

“Like everywhere else, South Hill has gotten busier, and Meridian is so close. That is 
something no one feels comfortable with,” Krause said.

The rebuilt Firgrove Elementary School would include additional classroom space to 
serve more of the district’s highly capable elementary students.

“The district’s goal is to provide access to this program in multiple locations through-
out the district, thereby increasing program accessibility,” Assistant Superintendent for 
Education Support Debra Aungst said.

Spinning Elementary Replacement

The aging building at Spinning Elementary presents safety and student learning con-
cerns. 

The school is also located next to a busy street, in this case Pioneer Avenue, as well as 
a major railroad. The proximity can create noise issues in classrooms which can disrupt 
instructional time.

A new two-story building would replace the current school. At approximately 62,770 
square feet, the new building would be set further from the street on the existing site. 
The rebuilt school would also be expanded to accommodate 550 students, up from the 
current capacity of 397 students, in anticipation of future housing growth in the area.

Like Firgrove Elementary, the rebuilt Spinning Elementary would feature more class-
room space for the district’s elementary highly capable program. The new building 
would also include two additional kindergarten classrooms.

In past years, the district built fi ve additions to expand the school and implemented a 
modernization project in 1985.

Among the current school’s issues are a lack of onsite parking, as well as overall layout 
concerns. The building’s age also presents diffi culties in adequately supporting current 
technology.

Teacher Vicki Beetham said the school’s layout presents issues for student learning and 
safety. The library and audiovisual rooms are small, for example, compared to other 
schools. Additionally, visitors to the school’s entry cannot be directly viewed by main 
offi ce staff. A television monitor in the offi ce displays a video camera view of the entry.

“We’ve just learned to make do,” she said.

Waller Road Elementary Replacement

Two additions and a 1985 modernization project have expanded Waller Road Elemen-
tary over the years. Staff and students face challenges related to the age of the school 
similar to those issues present at Firgrove and Spinning elementary schools.

A replacement school, measuring 60,223 square feet, would be set back from Waller 
Road to the south end of the site. The relocation is designed to improve safety and park-
ing at the school. It would also prepare for future growth by providing classrooms to 
replace fi ve portables.

Previous boundary changes and the closure of Riverside Elementary have signifi cantly 
increased enrollment at Waller Road Elementary to approximately 363 students last 

a strategy used in previous years, won’t even work,” she said. “Space issues are forcing 
band and orchestra to occur in very creative spaces.”

Space is also an issue for one of the school’s music teachers who uses a cart to travel 
from classroom to classroom and shares her offi ce space with others using the school’s 
only conference room.

Similarly, there are no designated spaces for the school’s physical and occupational 
therapy programs, nor for the growing English Language Learners (ELL) program.

Firgrove Elementary has had four additions over the years. A modernization project 
further improved the school in 1985.

Krause said the aging structure includes a roof in need of replacement and pipes that can 
fail during the winter. The school’s older wiring also presents challenges for technology 
improvements.

“We do our best to keep our classrooms up to speed with technology, but in an aging 
building the cost to do that is higher,” Krause said. 

The bond proposal would replace the current buildings that make up Firgrove Elemen-
tary with a new 62,770-square-foot building. The 2009 school bond would also fund the 
construction of a new 74,633-square-foot elementary school in the southwest region of 

Sixth graders work on an assignment in Cristeen Harper’s portable 
classroom at Firgrove Elementary School. The school has 12 portable 
classrooms this year.

Spinning Elementary students work on a project in Julia Ellis’s 
fi rst-grade class. The elementary school is one of three slated to be 
replaced in the 2009 bond proposal.

continued on page 7
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Elementary school replacements
continued from page 6

year. The new building would house 550 students, an increase from the school’s cur-
rent capacity of 332 students, as the district prepares for more growth in the area.

School assemblies are diffi cult because the gym is not large enough to accomodate 
students and other guests. The school’s wiring has trouble supporting newer technol-
ogy, and the ventilation system is noisy and unreliable, which can affect the classroom 
environment.

The available space at Waller Road Elementary has also been impacted by increased 
growth in the surrounding area. This placed additional stress on the building, Fyles 
said, further demonstrating the need for a replacement.

The existing building is also located next to an intersection along the increasingly busy 
Waller Road, and parking is mostly limited to teachers and staff.

Many visitors resort to parking along Waller Road, creating a safety issue for those 
seeking to cross the street, said Principal Conchita Oliver-Moore.

Increased truck traffi c creates noise issues, staff say, and vehicle exhaust from those 
traveling along the street can affect air quality at the school.

Students at Waller Road Elementary listen as teacher Michelle Flury 
explains a classroom lesson. The school is experiencing growing 
enrollment and has space limitations.

Food service area upgrades proposed

Capital levy proposal includes 
enhanced bus safety system
The Puyallup School District’s 2009 
capital levy proposal includes a project 
designed to keep students safe before they 
ever get to school. 

The project would upgrade school bus 
routing and management systems and 
install a student check-in system so that 
district staff and parents know when and 
where a student gets on and off a school 
bus. 

“We would be able to know which stu-
dents are on the bus at a given time,” Bus 
Driver Trainer Pam McDonald said. 

For example, the system would allow 
the district to quickly know if students 
boarded other than their assigned school 
bus or got off the bus at a different stop. 

An electronic reader on board each bus 
would read information on a small device 
issued to each rider to automatically re-
cord the student’s location when entering 
and exiting the vehicle. 

Transportation Administrator Henry Ham-
mond said, “That’s been a major issue for 
years because we’ve had to rely on radios 
to ask the driver if a student is on board. 
The upgrade would mean being able to 
account for all of the students at abso-
lutely any given time.” 

While the district has not selected a 
specifi c company or technology for this 

project, many systems use a small radio 
frequency identifi cation chip that stu-
dents carry with them at all times — such 
as hooked securely inside a book bag 
or other item carried daily to and from 
school. 

McDonald said the management system 
would also provide immediate information 
in the event of an emergency. If a bus mal-
functioned, for example, the district would 
know which students were on board 
and could notify affected parents about 
changes in arrival or dismissal times. 

“It gives parents more peace of mind,” she 
said. 

The technology project also proposes in-
stalling Global Positioning System (GPS) 
tracking devices on each school bus. 

Hammond said the system would improve 
effi ciency and route planning by providing 
the district with real-time tracking of each 
bus.  

At the transportation department, for ex-
ample, staff could use the GPS to plan the 
most cost-effective bus routes by review-
ing and calculating information such as 
distance, mileage, and fuel consumption. 

The system also shows where every bus is 
located at a given moment. In the event of 
an emergency on the vehicle, staff could 
quickly identify nearby buses on the GPS 

and reroute them, saving time and fuel. 
Currently communication is limited to 
two-way radios between the drivers and 
transportation staff. 

Bus drivers, much like people who use a 
GPS in their cars, would also have quick 
computer access to maps and directions, 
which would be especially helpful on 
fi eld trips outside the local area. The 
ability to quickly transmit driving direc-

tions would also benefi t substitute drivers 
who are not familiar with each bus route. 
The maps would help drivers to quickly 
locate alternate routes in the event of an 
unplanned road closure, traffi c accident, 
or other detour blocking their regular 
daily bus runs.

“These improvements are designed to en-
sure our bus system is safe and effi cient,” 
Hammond said.

On a typical day at Northwood Elemen-
tary, visitors walk through the main en-
trance on their way to the offi ce. As they 
get there, they may be greeted by a steady 
fl ow of students receiving their lunches 
just beyond the main offi ce door.

“Approximately 20 feet away from where 
visitors walk in, they might see students 
in line for lunch,” Principal Lisa Russell-
Nolan said. “It gets congested. It’s just not 
conducive to good traffi c fl ow.” 

While not an ideal location to serve doz-
ens of meals each day, Russell-Nolan said 
food service carts were set up near the 
entrance after several areas of the school 
were considered. “It is the best place we 
can do it,” she said. “It’s a makeshift situ-
ation.” 

Northwood Elementary and several other 
elementary schools serve lunches in tem-
porary spaces due to more than 20 years 
of changes in the food service model since 

the schools were designed. 

The bond package set to go before voters 
March 10, 2009 includes plans to upgrade 
food service facilities at several elemen-
tary schools across the district.  

“Any time there’s a designated space for 
anything, it’s very helpful,” Russell-Nolan 
said. 

Pope, Ridgecrest, Fruitland, Karshner, 
Northwood, Sunrise, and Mt. View 
elementary schools would receive food 
service upgrades through the 2009 bond 
proposal. The improvements include 
reconfi guring or adding space at each 
school to provide improved food service 
capability. 

“There are no other places for us,” said 
Judy Jackson, administrator of Food 
and Nutrition Services. “That’s the only 

continued on page 8

Meeker Elementary School students board the school bus at the end 
of the day. The proposed 2009 capital levy would upgrade school 
bus routing and management systems and install a student check-in 
system districtwide.

Pope Elementary students (from left) Israel Glymph, Meghan Allen, 
and Calisa Cruse get their lunches just inside the school’s front 
entrance.
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Voter registration information

On March 10, 2009, the Puyallup School District will 
place two measures, a bond and a capital levy, on the 
election ballot. 

Each option funds school projects through a tax on the 
assessed value of property in the district. However, the 
method in which the school district receives funds from a 
capital levy and a capital bond plays a signifi cant role in 
determining the projects included in each measure.

Bond 

With the bond proposal, the district would receive up-
front funding, which would then be paid off over the 
course of approximately 20 years. The process is similar 
to a home mortgage, in which the funds to initially pur-
chase a home are repaid over time.

By having the funds available at the start, the district can 
fi nance large multiyear projects.

The 2009 bond proposal would fund several such proj-
ects, including the replacement of Firgrove, Spinning, 
and Waller Road elementary schools.

The package also includes construction of a new 750-
student elementary school in the southwest region of the 
district, major classroom additions to Puyallup and Em-
erald Ridge high schools, and construction of a practice 
gym and performing arts stage set and equipment storage 
at Rogers High School.

Bonds are approved by a “supermajority.” In a super-
majority, voter turnout must be at least 40 percent of the 
turnout of the previous general election, and more than 60 
percent of the voters must vote Yes.

Capital levy 

By contrast, capital levy funds are made available to the 
school district in smaller increments, usually twice per year. 
Since the district cannot spend levy funds until they’ve 
been collected, the smaller payments typically restrict levy 
projects to smaller, short-term items such as upgrades to 
computer systems and building system improvements.

Unlike an operations levy, which provides funds for day-
to-day learning needs such as books, teachers, and extra-
curricular programs, this levy provides funds for capital 
projects, such as new construction or repairs.

The 2009 capital levy proposal would fund districtwide 
projects including a major increase in the amount of 
computer data that can be transmitted between schools 
at one time. In the past, student and staff computers have 
crashed at some schools or been slow to receive informa-
tion because the amount of space available for data to 
move through the district’s computer system is too small 
to meet the demand.

A water pipe, for example, is only able to carry so much 
water to a growing housing development before it either 
bursts or develops problems with pressure and output. 
Similarly, the current small computer data lines would be 
replaced with larger “pipes” to provide suffi cient capac-
ity, said Assistant Superintendent of Education Support 
Debra Aungst.  

The increase in data capacity, also referred to as band-
width, would allow for several other projects included in 
the capital levy, such as consolidating 33 separate library 
systems at each school building into one Web-based sys-
tem. One key benefi t would be the ability to track district 
textbooks, sheet music, and other resources, allowing 
materials to be shared between schools — a savings 
predicted to be enough to pay for the cost of the system 
within three to fi ve years.

The short-term nature of the capital levy, in which funds 
would be collected over a six-year span, also lends itself 
to funding staff and student computer upgrades. Due 
to issues such as increasing technology demands and 
more advanced software, workstations typically require 
replacement every few years to keep pace. 

“We essentially match the nature of the funding with 
the nature of the project,” Aungst said. “The short-term 
money from levies would go to short-term projects, and 
the long-term money would go to long-term projects.”

In November 2007, Washington voters approved an 
amendment to the state constitution which requires only 
a “simple majority” for levies. School levies can now be 
passed with a more than 50 percent approval by voters, 
rather than the previously required 60 percent. The 40 
percent validation requirement has also been removed.

continued from page 7

Lunch upgrades

Difference between a school 
bond and a capital levy

The deadline to register by mail to vote in the March 10, 2009 election is Saturday, February 
7, 2009. All registrations must be postmarked by this date. Those seeking to transfer their 
existing voter information must also do so by February 7.

To register to vote in Pierce County, applicants must:
• Be at least 18 years old by the date of the next election. 
• Be a United States citizen and a Pierce County resident. 
• Not presently have civil rights denied as a result of a felony conviction. 
• Not been declared by a judge to be mentally incompetent and ineligible to vote. 

 
Voter registration forms are available at each of the Puyallup School District’s 33 schools, the Puyallup School 
District Education Service Center, public libraries, staffed fi re stations in unincorporated Pierce County, city clerks’ 
offi ces, state offi ces, and the Pierce County Election Department. 

Forms may also be accessed on the Internet at www.co.pierce.wa.us/auditor or by calling the Election Department 
at (253) 798-7430 or 1-(800) 446-4979.

If registering by mail and it is the fi rst time registering to vote in Pierce County, applicants must enclose a copy of 
a Washington state driver’s license or list the last four digits of their Social Security number. If neither of those are 
provided, enclose one of the following: a valid photo identifi cation; a valid enrollment card of a federally-recog-
nized Indian tribe in Washington state; a current utility bill, bank statement, government check, or paycheck; or a 
government document that shows the applicant’s name and address. 

Pierce County residents not yet registered to vote in Washington who miss the mail-in deadline can register in per-
son through February 23 (15 days before the March 10 election). In-person voter registration is done at the Pierce 
County Election Department, 2401 South 35th St., Room 200, Tacoma, WA. These applicants must vote by absen-
tee ballot only for the next election.

Tax exemptions

Puyallup School District residents who are 61 years of age or older and whose household income is less than 
$35,000 may qualify for an exemption from all or part of the proposed 2009 school bond and capital levy. Re-
gardless of age, persons who have a disability that prevents them from being employed may also qualify for this 
exemption.

Information on tax exemptions is available by contacting the Senior Citizen and Disabled Persons Exemption Depart-
ment Hotline at (253) 798-2169. More information is also available on the Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer Web 
site at www.piercecountywa.org/pc/abtus/ourorg/at/seniorsites.htm. The Pierce County Assessor-Treasurer’s offi ce is 
located at 2401 South 35th St., Room 142 in Tacoma. Offi ce hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Given favorable market conditions, the district has refi -
nanced a portion of the 1996 school bonds for a savings 
of approximately $182,000 over the next two years.

The Puyallup School Board agreed to 
refi nance $10 million of limited gen-
eral obligation bonds. The bonds were 
reissued at an interest rate of 2.66 
percent — down from 5 percent.

Refi nancing the bonds coincides with 
an upgrade of the school district’s 
bond rating.

After a thorough review of fi nances, 
Standard & Poor’s fi nancial fi rm announced in May it 
had upgraded the district’s bond rating to an “AA” status.

The step up on the rating scale places the Puyallup 
School District in the top six percent of Washington 
school districts that have been issued bond ratings.

High bond ratings are a refl ection of fi nancial stability 
in an organization and help to reduce costs of borrowing 
money.

“This refl ects our continued approach to conserva-
tive fi scal management within the district,” said Debra 
Aungst, assistant superintendent of education support.

Puyallup School Board Director Bruce Dammeier said, 
“This is one of the areas where our community reaps a 
tremendous benefi t by the board exerting the necessary 
fi nancial discipline to make sure that we are a well-
managed organization.” 

Bond refi nance saves community $182,000

lunch in the library, Jackson said. 

“The students have to use that space for lunch service, 
and then that student learning space is either unavailable 
or impeded,” she said. “You lose that area of the library 
for three hours of the day, academically.” 

Debra Aungst

area that’s wide enough or 
big enough to actually serve 
students.” 

At Karshner Elementary, food 
service carts, salad bars, and 
other equipment are set up in 
a hallway. Each day, students 
line up for lunch, making sure 
enough room remains in the hall 
for others to pass. 

At Pope Elementary, which 
serves food in the front entrance 
like Northwood Elementary, 
Jackson said lunch is provided 
at the same time one set of 
kindergartners is dismissing and 
another is arriving. 

Food service and health code 
requirements have changed over 
the years and the design of older 
elementary schools has required staff to come up with 
temporary solutions to serving lunch. 

In addition to available hallways, other schools have 
used open areas such as gymnasiums or libraries to serve 
lunch. Last year, for example, Sunrise Elementary served 

Karshner Elementary students receive their lunches in a hallway. 
The school is one of several in the district serving lunch without a 
dedicated food service area.



            Where are they now?
This is the next article in an ongoing series featuring the accomplishments and whereabouts of Puyallup School District graduates. Each 
issue of Connections features one or more graduates from Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high schools. Stories and photos 
chronicle students’ travels and successes since they walked across the graduation stage.
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Puyallup High graduate turns high-tech hobby into career
After spending many of his early years fascinated by 
computers, Puyallup High School graduate Preston Gall-
was has turned his hobby into a career.

The 2004 alumnus works at the Puyallup School District’s 
Information Technology Center (ITC) as a full-time se-
nior network analyst.

Gallwas was hired after high school from a pool of more 
than 10 applicants. He works within a team to upgrade 
and maintain the computer hardware and software that 
serve as the backbone for the network students and staff 
use each day.

After attending Hilltop Elementary from fi rst through 
third grade, Gallwas and his family moved to Federal 
Way. At the age of six, he began using computers in the 
classroom and his passion was born. “I got into comput-
ers, and eventually I started to help fi x some of them at 
school,” he said. “I just never stopped.”

When he moved back to the Puyallup School District for 
his eighth-grade year at Edgemont Junior High, Gallwas 
brought along his interest in computer technology.

As a ninth grader contemplating classes he could attend 
at Puyallup High School, Gallwas recalled a presenta-
tion by one of the school’s counselors. He remembered 
the educator emphasizing that no matter how diffi cult 
or how easy the class, students who tend to get “A” 
grades will often get an “A.” Those who tend to earn 

“B’s” will likely get “B’s,” and so on.

“That always stuck with me,” he said, adding he resolved to 
try his hardest to succeed no matter what class he was taking.

Gallwas credits the district’s work-based learning pro-
gram with preparing him for a career and helping him 

secure his position as a senior analyst.

During the program, Gallwas accumulated 180 hours of 
work after school with ITC. A typical day would include 
fi nishing regular classes at Puyallup High School and 
then working for three hours.

He was assigned a variety of tasks, including handling data 
backup tapes and managing different computer systems.

Beyond the hands-on training, Gallwas said work-based 
learning allowed him to experience a true working envi-
ronment and learn alongside industry professionals. “It 
was extremely benefi cial,” he said. “It allowed me to get 
my foot in the door. I feel extremely lucky.”

Gallwas is among a number of other students who have 
turned their technology interest into careers through the 
district’s work-based learning program.
 
This past school year, for example, Emerald Ridge High 
graduate Ryan Umemoto (Class of 2007) has worked 
as an on-site technician for Desktop Services visiting 
schools and other district buildings to address any com-
puter issues. This year he is continuing to pursue a com-
puter science degree at Green River Community College.

Gallwas urges students to take as many courses related 
to their interests as possible and to go beyond what the 
classes require. “Do that and more,” he said. “There’s 
never a limit to what you can learn.”

District appoints leadership positions

Director of Student Services/
Extended Learning

Name: Barb Pope
Former Position: Assistant princi-
pal at Rogers High School
Previous Positions: Pope began 
her teaching career in the 1970s 
at Kilo Junior High in the Federal 
Way School District. She then 
taught for 13 years at Sumner High 
School. Pope came to Puyallup in 1990 serving as the 
assistant principal at Ferrucci Junior High until 1993. 
She has also held the positions of assistant principal at 
Puyallup High from 1993-1998 and student learning 
coordinator from 1998-2001.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University and master’s degree from Western Washing-
ton University

Rogers High School
Assistant Principal

Name: Karey Howell
Former Position: Special education 
coordinator and administrative intern 
at Rogers High
Previous Positions: Howell began 
her special education teaching career 
with the Clover Park School District 

and was there from 1997–2003 as a teacher and the 
special education department chair. Howell then came 
to Puyallup as a special education teacher and spent one 
year at Emerald Ridge High. The past four years, she 
taught special education at Rogers High and served the 
past three years as special education department chair. 
This past year she served as an administrative intern.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Eastern New Mexico 
University and master’s degree from City University of 
Seattle

Assistant Director of
Special Education

Name: Robyn Goodwin
Former Position: Assistant prin-
cipal at Fruitland and Woodland 
elementary schools
Previous Positions: Goodwin previ-
ously held the position of principal 
at Wildwood Elementary. Before 
coming to Wildwood, Goodwin 

served fi ve years as principal of an elementary school 
in Morton, WA. She also served as a principal intern, an 
accelerated schools coach, and an elementary teacher in 
the Clover Park School District.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Western Washington 
University and master’s degree from the University of 
Washington

Mt. View Elementary
Principal

Name: Nancy Strobel
Former Position: Assistant director 
of special education
Previous Positions: Strobel previ-
ously served as halftime assistant 
director of special education and 
halftime principal at Riverside 

Elementary. She began teaching special education in 
1990 at Firgrove Elementary School, moved to Meeker 
Elementary School in 1995, and then became an assistant 
director of special education in 2003.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Central Washington 
University and master’s degree from Pacifi c Lutheran 
University

Sunrise Elementary
Principal

Name: Terrie Garrison
Former Position: Principal at Mt. 
View Elementary School
Previous Positions: Garrison came 
to Mt. View Elementary from Aylen 
Junior High where she served as 
assistant principal. She also worked 
15 years with the Auburn School District, serving as 
coordinator of curriculum, instruction, assessment, and 
staff development, as well as a teacher and administra-
tive intern.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Washington State 
University and master’s degree from Central Washing-
ton University

Assistant Superintendent of 
Human Resources

Name: Lorraine Wilson
Former Position: Director of labor 
and legislative relations, Tacoma 
Public Schools
Previous Positions: Wilson began 
her career serving as an associate 
attorney in Walla Walla in 1988. 
She has also held the positions of 

legislative attorney with the Association of Washington 
Business in Olympia, WA; assistant city attorney and 
general practice, Centralia, WA; and associate execu-
tive director for the Washington State School Directors 
Association in Olympia, WA.
Degrees: Bachelor’s degree from Reed College in 
Portland, OR and Juris Doctor from Duke University 
School of Law

Junior high HIV/AIDS 
curriculum preview
Parents and/or guardians of junior high students are 
invited to preview the school district’s approved HIV/
AIDS curriculum for students in grades seven, eight, 
and nine between 5 and 7 p.m. Thursday, September 4.

The meeting will be held in the Pioneer Room on the 
fi rst fl oor of the Education Service Center, 302 Second 
St. S.E. in downtown Puyallup.

Parents wishing to exclude their child from the state-
required HIV/AIDS curriculum must preview this 
curriculum and sign an exclusion form. Questions or 
concerns may be addressed by attending this parent 
meeting, contacting the child’s teacher, or contacting 
Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, and fi tness, at 
(253) 841-8785.

Calendars on Web site

Athletic fee increase
Students who participate in junior high or high school 
athletics will pay a higher athletic fee beginning this 
fall to help offset rising fuel costs, offi cial fee escala-
tions, and equipment cost infl ation.

Athletes are required to pay the fee for each season in 
which they participate — fall, winter, and spring. The 
fee is waived or reduced for students who qualify for 
the district’s free and reduced lunch program. Junior 
high school students will pay $15 per season. High 
school students will be charged $30 per season. The 
fee is paid at the school level as part of the athletic 
registration process.

To help parents stay informed, a printed one-page 
2008-09 calendar will be sent home to Puyallup School 
District families in the opening days of school. The 
calendar — one for elementary and one for secondary 
students — lists holidays, breaks, early dismissal days, 
kindergarten attendance information, end of semesters/
trimesters, and more. The calendars are also posted on 
the district Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. Click 
the Calendars icon at the top of any district Web page.

The calendar page on the Web site also contains a 
printable, black-and-white 12-page calendar that 
includes all of the above information plus school board 
meetings, WASL testing days, special observances, 
and Karshner Museum Family Days. In past years this 
information has been printed on a color wall calendar. 
That publication will not be printed this year due to 
budget reductions.

Senior Network Analyst Preston Gallwas 
maintains computer equipment at the 
district’s Information Technology Center.
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Improvements return Sparks Stadium to quality status

Puyallup High breaks ground on fi rst 
phase of East Campus project
Work is under way on the fi nal major 
construction project funded by the voter-
approved 2004 school bond.

Community leaders, staff members, and 
students recently attended a groundbreak-
ing ceremony for the Puyallup High 
School East Campus Phase One project. 

Superintendent Tony Apostle, Execu-
tive Director of Facilities Rudy Fyles, 
Puyallup School Board Vice President 
Greg Heath, and Puyallup High School 
Principal Jason Smith were among those 
who spoke to a crowd gathered on the 
southeast corner of the school’s campus.

Apostle said the new building will help 
the high school better meet the pressing 
educational needs of several programs. 
“It’s a proud day in Puyallup,” Apostle 
said.

The Phase One project features a one-
story building to house several programs: 
automotive technology, digital photog-
raphy, video productions, architectural 
drafting, and culinary arts. 

The digital photography and video pro-
ductions area will have space for a dedi-

cated photo lighting studio, video studio, 
and sound room.

Fyles said the Phase One project is the 
initial step in a master plan for Puyal-
lup High School. Phase Two would add 
classrooms for 200 students and provide 
all new science classrooms by building a 
second and third fl oor onto the same build-
ing. The Phase Two project is part of the 
2009 bond proposal set to go before voters 
on March 10, 2009.

The Phase One project will replace aging 
buildings on the West Pioneer Avenue 
border of the school campus. Tennis courts 
will be relocated on the northeast end of 
campus across from the swimming pool.

The new tennis courts are scheduled to 
be completed later this month in time for 
the start of the school year. Substantial 
completion of the Phase One building is 
expected by late June 2009. The existing 
auto shop and neighboring arts build-
ing will be torn down to make room for 
parking.

Fyles said the construction schedule was 
designed to ensure minimal disruptions to 
students and staff.

Heath said he was looking forward to the 
completion of the building and the oppor-
tunities the new classrooms will provide 
future students. “It’s going to be an excit-
ing time,” he said.

Student leaders were also on hand to 
commemorate the groundbreaking event. 

Associated Student Body President Chris-
ty Choi, ASB Vice President Kara Spane, 
and ASB Secretary Breinn Bertrand 
thanked those in attendance and shared 
their thoughts on the changes in store.

 “We’re just really proud to be a part of 
this,” Bertrand said.

Breaking ground on the Puyallup High East Campus Phase One 
project are (from left): Superintendent Tony Apostle; Associated 
Student Body President Christy Choi; ASB Vice President Kara Spane; 
Puyallup High School Principal Jason Smith’s children, Haley, Myles, 
and Mitchell; ASB Secretary Breinn Bertrand; Principal Jason Smith; 
and Puyallup School Board Vice President Greg Heath.  

Student wins national literacy award

McKenzie Dent, a sixth grader last year in the program for highly 
capable students at Zeiger Elementary, reads her winning entry from 
a national literacy contest hosted by the U.S. Library of Congress 
and Target Corporation. Dent received a $500 Target gift card and 
a $10,000 grant for a local library. She chose to give the money 
to the library at Glacier View Junior High, where she will attend 
school this fall. To read more about her award, visit the district 
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page, point to 
Our District, click Awards & Recognitions, and then click Student 
Recognitions. 

Web site features news and awards

After a summer’s worth of renovation 
work, a new fi eld, track, sound system, 
and scoreboard will greet students and 
the public this fall at Sparks Stadium. 

The complex, a major focal point for 
Puyallup School District athletics, under-
went signifi cant upgrades after school let 
out in June. The project was expected to 
be completed and the stadium open for 
use by the time football practice started 
August 20.

The improvements were funded through 
state matching funds collected through 
the voter-approved 2004 school bond 
measure.

For more information about the project, 
visit the school district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page 
under District Headlines, click More 
District News.Crews work to replace the fi eld, track, scoreboard, and sound system at Sparks Stadium. 

Students, staff, and community members 
have been recognized in recent months 
for various achievements. While some 
of their stories are featured in Connec-
tions, many more are highlighted in news 
articles and photos on the school district 
Web site.

Recent news includes:
•  For the second year in a row, Emerald 

Ridge High is among the top 5 
percent of public high schools in 
the nation recognized by Newsweek 
magazine for the number of students 
taking rigorous college-level course 
exams.

• A record number of students earned 
their varsity letters in community 
service this year through the United 
Way of Pierce County. 

• More than 200 students at six 
elementary schools sent cards to 
children impacted by the powerful 
earthquake that rocked China’s 
Sichuan province in May.

• Five high school students were 
accepted into a competitive summer 
Aerospace Scholars program.

• Edgerton Elementary was among 

47 schools statewide to be named a 
“Sustainable School” by the state of 
Washington Department of Ecology. 

• Two Emerald Ridge High students, 
and one from Ballou Junior High, 
earned awards in the Pierce County 
Library System’s teen writing contest.

•  The district’s Communications 
department won 10 awards for 
excellent communications, including 
one Best in Show, from the 
Washington School Public Relations 
Association.

• Community members I.V. and Mary 
Reeves have been honored with this 
year’s Washington Association of 
School Administrators Community 
Leadership Award.

• Angelo Mills, a Firgrove Elementary 
teacher, has won the second annual 
Peer Support Inspirational Award.

• Hundreds of students participated 
in the elementary and special spring 
district track meets in June.

To learn more, visit www.puyallup.k12.
wa.us. On the Home page, point to Our 
District, and click Awards & Recogni-
tions.



Students who want to participate and/or 
compete in sports or extracurricular ac-
tivities must fi rst demonstrate success in 
the classroom, according to new eligibil-
ity rules that will be phased in over the 
next two years.

The Washington Interscholastic Activities 
Association (WIAA) has toughened its 
stance on athletic and activities eligibility 
by requiring every junior high and high 
school student in Washington to pass a 
minimum of fi ve classes in a semester. 
The new ruling takes effect this school 
year (2008-09).

The Puyallup School Board has also sup-
ported raising the academic bar by requir-
ing students to earn at least a 2.0 (“C”) 
grade point average (GPA) to be eligible 
for sports and extracurricular activities. 
This change takes effect in fall 2009, 
but it applies to the grades students earn 
beginning this spring (2009).

Pass a minimum of fi ve classes
The most immediate change, which be-
gins this fall, affects the number of classes 
a student must pass to compete in WIAA-
sanctioned sports and activities (listed on 
the accompanying chart).

from competition for fi ve weeks at the high 
school level, or three weeks at the junior 
high level. The suspension from competi-
tion begins at the start of the next semester.

A high school student who passes fewer 
than fi ve classes at the end of the second 
semester (spring 2009), for example, will 
be ineligible to compete for fi ve weeks 
beginning on the fi rst day of practice in 
the fi rst (fall 2009) semester.

Earn a minimum 2.0 GPA
The Puyallup School Board set a goal last 
year to review the district’s athletic eligi-
bility standard. As a result, a 15-member 
committee of coaches, student athletes, 
athletic coordinators, and administrators 
convened last October and met through 
February to research the issue.

The committee recommended, and the 
school board agreed in April, to require stu-
dents to earn at least a 2.0 (“C”) GPA in the 
previous semester, effective in fall 2009, to 
be eligible. This minimum GPA is in addi-
tion to the new WIAA ruling that requires 
students to pass fi ve out of six classes.

Those who fail to meet the 2.0 GPA 
standard would follow the same three-step 

Statewide, they are known as champions 
in their sport. Locally, they have been 
dubbed “the super sophomores.”

Emerald Ridge High student Kayla 
Stueckle and Puyallup High student Jesse 
Jorgensen, both tenth graders this past 
year, each nabbed state titles this spring.

The sophomores earned the top spot on 
the medal podium in May after a spring 
track season in which they broke school 
or meet records and ran away with a 
string of fi rst-place fi nishes.

Stueckle won the 300-meter hurdles, 
and Jorgensen led the way in the boys 
800-meter dash, at the annual Class 4A 
track and fi eld championship in Eastern 
Washington.

The pressure was on for the 16-year-old 
Stueckle, who knew she had to beat the 
defending 300 hurdles state champion 
— a junior from Bellarmine Prep High.

“I knew that if I ran the kind of race I was 
capable of running, I would pull it off,” 
she said.

Even with close to 90-degree tempera-
tures in Pasco, Stueckle won the race 
comfortably with more than a second 

‘Super sophomores’ 
run away with
state track titles 

separating her 43.48 time with that of the 
second place fi nisher. 

Emerald Ridge High’s fi rst state track 
champion, who has been running track 
since fi fth grade, also took fourth place in 
the 100-meter hurdles, fi fth place in the 
long jump, and seventh with her team in 
the 4 x 400 relay.

Stueckle’s awards cap a season in which 
she set a West Central District meet 
record in the 300-meter hurdles with a 
time of 43.89 and earned the title of South 
Puget Sound League (SPSL) South Divi-
sion female track Athlete of the Year.

“I like being able to work hard, do 
my best, and break personal records,” 

Stueckle said. 

Jorgensen took fi rst place in the boys 
800-meter dash after a season in which 
he went undefeated in both the 800 and 
1600 in the SPSL South. He ran the race 
in 1:54.21.

A competitive runner since eighth grade, 
Jorgensen also broke the sophomore 
school record in the 800 meters this year 
and was named Athlete of the Meet at the 
Shelton Invitational. 

Jorgensen said his state victory is espe-
cially sweet since he suffered a stress 
fracture that led to a broken leg last fall 
during cross country. The leg healed in 
time to run track, but the 16-year-old said 

he was still a bit nervous at the start of the 
season.  

“In the beginning of track season I had a 
little trouble with it, but it got better,” he 
said. “I was hoping I would win state. It 
was a big accomplishment for me.”

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, 
and fi tness, said “the super sophomores” 
have a bright future ahead of them and 
will be “ones to watch” in their junior and 
senior years.  

To read more about the spring sports 
season, visit the district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home page 
under District Headlines, click More 
District News.

New athletic eligibility rule puts emphasis on academics

The WIAA decided in April that students 
must pass fi ve out of six classes beginning 
in the fall semester of 2008.

This school year (2008-09), students who 
fall below that standard when grades are 
checked at the quarter and for progress re-
ports will be unable to compete until they 
can demonstrate they are passing the fi ve 
classes. Next year, students not meeting 
the standard will face a three-step proba-
tion period and suspension policy.

At the end of the fi rst or second semester 
this year, students who are not passing a 
minimum of fi ve classes are suspended 

“Kids are here to learn fi rst. And we have an 
obligation to give them a quality education.” 

Board President Kathy Affl erbaugh

probation period and suspension policy as 
students who fail to pass fi ve classes in a 
semester.

Raising the bar
“I’m very supportive of raising the aca-
demic bar for our student athletes,” said 
Board President Kathy Affl erbaugh. “Kids 
are here to learn fi rst. And we have an ob-
ligation to give them a quality education.”

Rogers High School junior Ashley Cox, 
who plans to participate in girls basketball 
this fall, said she is in favor of the new 
rules. “I think it’s great because it chal-
lenges students. If they are passionate 

about participating in sports or activities, 
they will do well in academics.”

Before the new rulings, students were re-
quired to pass four of six classes and were 
not held to a minimum GPA to be eligible 
to compete.

Students who sign up for cheer or dance 
and drill will be held to the same stan-
dards as those participating in athletics. If 
ineligible to “compete,” they will not be 
able to perform at athletic events or other 
WIAA-sanctioned cheer, dance, and drill 
competitions.

Drama, forensics, and music program 
students who are ineligible to compete 
will be excluded from WIAA-sanctioned 
events such as state solo and ensemble 
contests, as well as debate competitions. 

Special provisions will continue to be 
made for students with special needs. 

They will need to meet whatever aca-
demic standards are established in their 
individual education plans.

The school district offers various interven-
tion programs to help students succeed 
academically, and coaches and teachers 
will work with students to get that extra 
help, said Rick Wells, director of athletics, 
health, and fi tness.

“I do believe students will rise to the 
expectations,” Wells said.

More information about the new ath-
letic eligibility ruling, as well as an 
article about a new WIAA rule that af-
fects varsity eligibility for interdistrict 
transfers, is on the district Web site at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page under District Headlines, click 
More District News.

New athletic eligibility standard at a glance
2008-09 school year
• Pass 5 of 6 classes in a semester, effective fall 2008.

2009-2010 school year
• Pass 5 of 6 classes in a semester
• Maintain a 2.0 grade point average, effective fall 2009.

Note: Students must pass 5 of 6 classes AND have a minimum 2.0 GPA at the end 
of the spring semester of 2009 to be eligible for sports and activities beginning in the 
fall semester of 2009.

Washington Interscholastic Activities Association (WIAA) sports and 
activities affected by the new eligibility standards:

Sports
• Baseball • Basketball • Bowling  • Cross Country 
• Football  • Golf • Gymnastics  • Soccer
• Softball • Swim and Dive • Tennis • Track and Field
• Volleyball • Water Polo • Wrestling

Activities
• Cheer • Dance and Drill • Drama
• Forensics/Debate • Band, Choir, and Orchestra 

Note: Club sports, such as lacrosse, are not sanctioned by the school district,
South Puget Sound League, or the WIAA, and are not required to meet the new 
athletic eligibility standards.

photo courtesy of Matt Hayesphoto courtesy of Denise Straling

Photo on left: Jesse Jorgensen (middle runner), a sophomore last year at Puyallup High, wins the 800-
meter dash at state. Photo on right: Kayla Stueckle (left), a sophomore last year at Emerald Ridge High, 
leads in a race with student Livia Mahaffi e in a close second.
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Bus safety art advances to national contest

Zeiger Elementary School students congratulate their teacher, Kimmie 
Read, after learning she is the Puget Sound Educational Service 
District’s Teacher of the Year.

Bus safety posters selected as winners at the state level are the work of students (from left) Shane 
Ward, a fi fth grader last year at Woodland Elementary, and Trevor Drivas, a sixth grader last year at 
Edgerton Elementary.

Teacher of the Year

Registration begins August 25 at el-
ementary schools across the district for 
kindergartners and all other students 
new to the Puyallup School District.
Registration is from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

To register students for kindergarten 
and fi rst grade, parents should bring 
a copy of their child’s immunization 
record, an original birth certifi cate, and 
proof of address such as a lease agree-
ment or utility bill.

To register students in grades two 
through six, parents should bring the 
child’s immunization record, a last 
report card, and proof of address such 
as a lease agreement or utility bill.

For students already registered, 
postcards will be mailed August 27 to 
students in grades one through six no-
tifying them of their teacher and room 
number.

In order to allow time for kindergarten 
assessments, kindergarten students will 
attend only one of the fi rst three days 
of school. Kindergartners will receive 
a letter from their teacher in mid-Au-
gust welcoming them to their class and 
notifying them which of the fi rst three 
days of school they will attend.

If families have not received either the 
postcard or letter by August 30, parents 
are advised to contact the school.

For more information about elementary 
registration, call (253) 841-8796. 

Students new to secondary schools 
should contact school offi ces for regis-
tration information.

School registration 
begins August 25Zeiger teacher advances to state competition

Kimmie Read, a third- and fourth-grade 
teacher at Zeiger Elementary School, has 
been named the Puget Sound Educational 
Service District’s (PSESD) Teacher of the 
Year.

This is the fi rst time a Puyallup School 
District Teacher of the Year has won 
the regional award. Read will now be 
considered for the 2009 Washington state 
Teacher of the Year award, which is ex-
pected to be announced in September.

Read learned of the award on the last day 
of school during a surprise visit from Su-
perintendent Tony Apostle, several district 
staff, and PSESD representatives Julie 
Rolling, director of teaching and learning, 
and Marlene Fuson, executive director of 
K-12 services.

Rolling presented her with a bouquet of 
fl owers and told her how impressed she was 
with her application. “You always have stu-
dents at the center of what you do,” Rolling 
said. “You will represent us well at state.”

Students broke into applause, surrounded 
their teacher with hugs, and cheered, “Hip 
Hip Hooray!”

Zeiger Elementary Principal Marc 
Brouillet said, “This is another well-de-
served honor for a dedicated teacher who 
is a great instructor and advocate for stu-

dents. I know Kimmie will represent Zei-
ger, the Puyallup School District, and the 
PSESD with honor and distinction when 
she is considered for the state Teacher of 
the Year. We are very proud to have her as 
a member of our staff.”

The 1999 Rogers High School graduate 
is in her fi fth year of teaching — all at 
Zeiger Elementary School. In May, she 
was honored as the Puyallup School 
District’s Teacher of the Year at the el-
ementary level.

Artistic talent combined with an un-
derstanding of school bus safety rules 
have earned two elementary students the 
honor of competing in a national poster 
contest.

Shane Ward, a fi fth grader last year at 
Woodland Elementary, and Trevor Dri-
vas, a sixth grader last year at Edgerton 
Elementary, won fi rst place in the annual 
Washington Association for Pupil Trans-
portation (WAPT) school bus safety 
poster contest.

Ward learned last 
month he is the win-
ner among all state 
entries in grades three 
through fi ve. Drivas 
earned the top spot 
in grades six through 
eight. Both boys will 
receive $50.

The WAPT selected 
the two posters based 

on their drawings depicting this year’s 
contest theme, “Avoid Harm, Obey the 
Stop Arm.” The students used a combi-
nation of colored pencils, crayons, and/or 
permanent markers.

“They blew away the competition and 
really stood out from among the other 
entries,” said Everett Combs, one of this 

year’s judges. Combs is a WAPT state 
board representative from Education Ser-
vice District 101 and an assistant supervi-
sor and mechanic in the Freeman School 
District in Spokane County.

Students selected as winners in the Na-
tional Association for Pupil Transportation 
Bus Safety Poster Contest have a chance 
to win savings bonds worth between $100 
and $1,000. Winners of this year’s contest 
will be announced in October.

This is the third year that the Puyallup 
School District has participated in the an-
nual bus safety poster contest for students 
in kindergarten through grade eight. Last 
year Joshua Scott, then a fi fth grader at 
Brouillet Elementary, won second place 
nationally and a $250 savings bond. 

More than 280 Puyallup School District 
students submitted posters in this year’s 
district competition. Bus drivers selected 
the top winners in each grade level to 
advance to the regional competition.

Alyssa Dela Rosa, a second grader last 
year in Graham Knutson’s class at Spin-
ning Elementary, was selected a Puyallup 
School District winner in the kindergarten 
through grade two division. To view her 
poster, visit the district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. Under District Head-
lines, click More District News.

The three district winners were recog-
nized in front of their classes and pre-
sented with die-cast yellow school buses.

Ward created his poster last year as a 
class assignment in Sharon Brumbaugh’s 
class. Drivas was a student last year in 
Kendall Looney’s class.

Each participant 
received a coloring 
book, bookmark, 
pencil and eraser, 
and/or school bus 
key chain, depending 
on their grade levels. 
Teachers also were 
recognized for their 
class participation 
with a box of choco-
late chip cookies.

The contest helps students learn about 
the driver’s responsibility in connection 
with school bus safety and then share 
that knowledge through artistic expres-
sion, said Pam McDonald, the school 
district’s driver trainer and coordinator.

“This year, the choices of posters moving 
on in the competition were unanimous,” 
McDonald said. “Having a poster go all 
the way to the national competition is 
certainly an exciting accomplishment for 
our school district.” 

QUEST is a program for highly capable 
or gifted elementary students in the 
Puyallup School District. Testing for 
grades 2-6 will begin on September 8, 
2008. First-grade testing will occur in 
January 2009.

In the pullout program, selected stu-
dents spend one full day per school 
week at the enrichment center located 
behind Maplewood Elementary. The 
goal of this program is to provide chal-
lenges for students with high ability, 
academic aptitude, or unique creative 
thinking ability. Staff, parents, students, 
and community members can make 
student referrals. Forms are available at 
the QUEST offi ce or at any elementary 
school offi ce.

Students interested in placement in 
this program are administered ability 
and achievement tests at the QUEST 
building located at 428 11th St. S.W. in 
Puyallup. Completed parent forms must 
be on fi le in the QUEST offi ce before 
testing takes place. For more informa-
tion, contact the QUEST offi ce at (253) 
841-8751 or visit the Web site
at http://schools.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
programs/quest/index.htm.

QUEST testing dates

Karshner Museum 
sets Family Days
The community is invited to attend 
Family Days this year at Karshner Mu-
seum. The fi rst Family Day is sched-
uled between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Satur-
day, October 4. The topic is archaeol-
ogy and paleontology. A schedule of 
Family Days for the 2008-09 school 
year is on the district Web site at www.
puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home 
page, point to Student Learning, then 
click Karshner Museum. The museum 
is at 309 Fourth St. N.E. in Puyallup.

Trevor Drivas

Shane Ward


